LILLIES THAT FESTER SMELL WORSE THAN WEEDS:

Postmodernism and the Rise of the McLaren Sect

Part I

Introduction to Postmodernism and Postconservatism

Submitted by
Dr. Robert Eubank

To
.The Raleigh Tavern Philosophical Society

December 2005




An Introduction to Postmodernism and Postconservatism

This article was birthed with the idea of filling a need in the evangelical Christian
community, particularly the laymen and youth, for an in depth article covering both post modernism
and its companion deconstruction on one hand and on the other hand the rise of the populist wing of
the postmodern, postconservative [post] evangelical movement—i.e., the McLarenites. The latter
grouping is sometimes called The Emerging Church, but that title can be deceptive. The Emerging
Church is neither fully postconservative nor McLarenite, nor is McLarenism just confined to the
Emergent Church. My criticism of McLaren is not necessarily to be extended to the Emerging
Church per se and certainly not to the broader grassroots movements, like the house church
movement, described by one of evangelicalism’s major national researcher, George Barna, in his
book Revolution. It does apply to many of “the revolution” who Barna says are in “danger of
exposure to unbiblical or heretical teaching.” Understanding something of the postconservative
intellectual movement is needed to be able to put Brain McLaren into perspective and to serve as a
bridge between secular postmodernism and Brian McLaren. Many people, including McLaren

acolytes, do not know much about postmodernism and especially its dangers. If these are in a

McLaren small group, they will be being led into philosophical postmodernism as part of their
indoctrination. I wish readers of this projected piece to be well acquainted with postmodernism and
its dangers before they are exposed to post-conservatism and McLaren. Furthermore, I wish the
evangelical reader to have it in his mind that philosophical postmodernism is primarily a concern in
and of itself, before examining McLarenism. I wish them to see that the origin of certain
postconservative and McLarenite features are rooted in secular doctrines. For instance, I will link
the new “community” hermeneutic with the “interpretative communities” of Stanley Fish and other

postmodern secularists. Even more important is the necessary sociocultural and political stance of




the McLarenites. You will not find McLaren and his followers celebrating Veterans Day, Flag Day,
or Columbus Day. While post-conservatism did spring up almost overnight, 1993 and beyond, its
roots certainly did not. As often is the case with evangelicalism in general, they don’t discern
something until it is “old hat” in the secular community and sometimes even pass€.

The desire to produce this all-encompassing piece is, however, conflictual with the time
strictures of the Raleigh Tavern Philosophical Society, some of whose members remember my 1999
seventy-eight page screed “The Present Battle and the Future: A Message to Social Conservatives

and the Republican Party” (www.raleightavern.org). Thus, for presentation purposes, I am dividing

the project into three phases. The first phase will separate postmodernism from a full blown
discussion of deconstructionism (almost a sin) and discuss it together with postconservatism. In the
second phase, I will thoroughly discuss deconstruction and the rise of Walter Brueggemann, a
liberal biblical deconstructionist who is very important to McLaren and other liberal evangelicals.
Thirdly, I will discuss the McLaren movement adding some of my own personal comments and
evaluations from my attendance at McLarenite churches. I will then combine the three papers into
one in-depth piece for distribution among my evangelical brethren or perhaps I will just let all three
pieces stand for themselves.

In the meantime, there are several published works of great importance which I would wish
my readers to be aware of for their own pursuits. Postmodern Times: A Christian Guide to
Contemporary Thought and Culture by Gene Veith (currently of World magazine) is an excellent
primer on postmodernism. The Challenges of Post Modernism edited by David Dockery is
probably the best reader on the subject. Douglas Groothius’ Truth Decay almost says it all. His
eight page discussion (pp. 145-152) of Philip Kenneson’s “There is no Such Thing as Objective

Truth, and It’s a Good Thing Too” is alone worth the price of the book. (How a college of the



































































